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Outline: Early results of a growing 
collaboration 

VA three-pronged food security strategy for the Arab 
states region; 

VPreliminary findings with immediate policy 
implications: 

ÁSafety nets 

ÁAgriculture productivity 

ÁImproved markets and financing; 

VAgenda for further policy research and 
implementation for now and the future. 
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High import dependency of Arab 
Countries 

 



Source:  World Bank, 2010/11 data from the Middle East and 
North Africa Region 

Food prices ς World and MENA region  



Net trade in food 

ÁVulnerable countries with high cereal import 
dependency and large fiscal deficit: Comoros, Djibouti, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Somalia, Tunisia, 
Yemen; 
ÁLess dependent countries but fiscally strained: Syria, 
Sudan and Egypt; 
ÁDependent but fiscally sound: Bahrain, Qatar, UAE, 
Kuwait, Libya, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Oman 
 
Sources: !ŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέΩΣ ².Σ C!h  ŀƴŘ LC!5 нллф  



Percent of arable land and permanent crops 



Conflict affected countries and food 
security 

Source: ESCWA 



Food security risk Matrix ς Arab region 
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Food security risks and vulnerabilities 
in the Arab Region 

Á Heavy dependence on imports => 
vulnerable to international food 
commodity price shocks 

Á Growing population higher than 
the world rate, particularly in rural 
areas 

Á Child malnutrition and youth 
unemployment rise despite GDP 
growth and poverty reduction 

Á Limited investment in agricultural 
productivity 

Á Regional political unrests 
Á Volatility of petroleum prices and 

depletion of natural resources in 
the region (especially water) 

Á Concentration of the poor in rural 
areas 

Á Poor transport/storage 
infrastructure 
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Source: World Bank, UNSD, compiled by ESCWA 



Policies and programs that were used to address the 
recent price shocks in Arab countries 

 
ÁPrograms use 
categorical targeting 
approaches, and are not 
limited to the poor. 
 
ÁMost cash-transfer 
programs are small 
(<1% of GDP). 
 
ÁDifficult to remove or 
scale back. 
 
ÁIn the wake of crisis, 
governments are 
expected to reduce 
food subsidies in light 
of pressures to expand 
public expenditures to 
stimulate the economy. 

 
 
 



What should Arab countries do? 

A proposed three-pillar strategy to address food security 
includes: 

 

 1. Strengthening safety nets, family planning services and 
education to cope with rising consumption; 
 

2. Enhancing agricultural productivity through  optimization of 
investments to increase productivity and profitability;  
 

3. Reducing exposure to market volatility, enhancing rural 
livelihoods through cost-effective investments.  

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέΩΣ ².Σ C!h ŀƴŘ LC!5Σ нллф 



Illustration of possible outcome of the 
three pillar strategy 

Å Management of overall consumption levels reduce quantity and price risks; 

Å Increasing domestic production reduce quantity risks; 

Å Smoothing exposure to market volatility by better management of imports reduce 
price risks.  
 



 

Specific Policies, programs and 
investments 

 

 

 

 

1. Strengthening safety nets 

2. Enhancing agricultural productivity 

3. Reducing exposure to market volatility 



1. Strengthening safety nets 
What types of safety nets - to protect small farmers and the poor? 

 
ÁMost effective safety-net: increase the productive capacity of rural communities 
by improving their access to improved farming technologies and invest in skills and 
education of people from rural areas. 
 
ÁCash transfers to most vulnerable; 
 
ÁSafety nets need to target rural poor; 
 
ÁMost favorable programs are: cash transfers, followed by food stamps or other 
near-cash assistance; 
  
ÁLeast desirable options: direct subsidies and food distribution.              
 

Sources: άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέΩΣ ².Σ C!h ŀƴŘ LC!5Σ нллф  
                 ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƴŜǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǾƻƭŀǘƛƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΚέ !Φ Alwang et al, 2010 
                  
 

 


