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ÁObjective of the paper is to:  

 

i) Illustrate the current factors affecting food 
security in GCC  

ii) Project food security developments through 
2050 under different scenarios  

iii) Propose an overall framework and some 
immediate steps of the region - wide food 
security strategy  

iv) Identify further areas for action  

 



}3 thrust areas to improve food security:  

 

1. Strengthening safety - nets, access to 
education and health services  

 

2. Increasing regional food production through 
investment in infrastructure and R&D  

3. Reducing exposure to market volatilities 
through mix of government and market 
based interventions  

Source: Improving Food Security in Arab Countries, WB, FAO, IFAD 2009  



ÁEnvironmental constraints ð limited arable 
land and high water stress levels  
ÁReliance on food imports: 60 - 90% of total 
food demand => GCC price takers  
ÁChallenges with land purchases/lease in 
foreign countries  
 



Source: adapted from World Bank (2011). Note: Share of  
household (HH) food expenditure in total HH consumption   

    Household and Country 
 level Vulnerabilities  
  
  

Á Demographic growth ð expected to reach 53.4 million by 2020  
Á Urbanization patterns ð GCC average 86% 
Á Major trend is increased child malnutrition -  9% in  
  Saudi Arabia, Oman and Bahrain (Breisinger et al. 2012, IFPRI)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ÁCereal prices most recent levels higher than the pre -
2008 crisis (2.27 times 2005 average prices)  
ÁWheat- more than half of GCC cereal consumption  



Á Food subsidies most common stabilization tool  
Á Setback: subsidies do not remove the price risk only 

transfer to governments and tax payers. Often 
distortionary and inefficient  



Á A mixed 
picture of 
food security 
in Arabian 
Gulf  



Á Import reliance will 
increase and the size will 
be dependent on 
external factors  
ÁProduction lagging 
behind  


