Political Participation of Women

. . o Women in National Parliaments - Regional Average
Parliamentary Seats in Single or Lower Chamber (%) 9 9
Suffrage | Seats occupied by women (%)
Country rights Arab Countries
9 20012 | 2006° | 2010°¢ | 2011 ¢ Paci
acific
Algeria 1962 34 6.2 7.7 7.7 Asia
Bahrain 1973 2.5 2.5 10.0 sub-Saharan Africa
e — 1956 3.0 3.0 3.0 Europe-OSCE member countries (excluding Nordic Countll'les)
Americas
Djibouti 1946-1986 | 0 108 13.8 138 Europe-OSCE member countries (including Nordic Countries)
Egypt 1956 24 20 12.7 et Nordic Countries
Iraq 1980 7.6 255 25.2 25.2
Jordan 1974 1.3 5.5 10.8 10.8 Arab countries Average
Kuwait 2005 0 1.5 7.7 7.7
Lebanon 1952 23 4.7 3.1 3.1
Libya 1964 7.7 7.7 -
Mauritania 1961 17.9 22.1 22.1
Men
Morocco 1963 0.6 10.8 10.5 10.5 88.6%
Palestine 1996' 1289 | 12.89 | 12.89
Oman 2003 24 0 1.2
Qatar 1999¢ 0 0 0
- - .
Saudi Arabia | 2011 0 0 0 Source: http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
Somalia 1956 7.8 6.8 6.8 Situation as of 31 October 2011
Sudan 1964 9.7 17.8 25.6 25.1
Quotas for Women
Syrian Arab 1949-1953 QuotaType
Republic 104 (12 [124 124 y L
- Gender Legislated
Tunisia 1959 11.5 22.8 27.6 ---h Quota for Voluntary
United Arab | 2006™ Country Lower or Reserved Candidate Political
Emirates 0 5 227 |50 Single house | geats Quotas Party
Parliament
Yemen 1970 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.3 -
Algeria Yes Yes
Averages -
Bahrain No
Arab Countries 4.6 9.3 125 |11.4 Comoros No
World 141 |17 19.2 |19.6 Djibouti Yes Yes
a- Situation as of 5 December 2001. Egypt Yes Yes
b- Situation as of 31 December 2006. | Y Y
c- Situation as of 31 December 2010. raq €s s
d Situation as of 31 October 2011. Jordan Yes
e- The People’s Assembly and the Shoura Assembly were dissolved by K X N
the Egypt Supreme Council of Armed Forces (ESCAF) on 13 February AU ©
2011. Lebanon No
f- Following the popular uprising and protracted fighting that eventually B
ousted Col. Muammar Gaddafi, the General People’s Congress - the Libya No
unicameral parliament of the now defunct Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya - has Mauritania Yes Yes
ceased to function. Parliamentary elections are expected to be held in
2012 under the supervision of the National Transitional Council, the Morocco Yes Yes Yes
interim Government of the new Libya. Palestine Yes Yes
g-http://www.pal-plc.org/index.php/2010-07-06-18-10-33/2010-07-29-
08-55-57/2010-07-06-18-27-27.html. Oman No
h- Elections took place on 23 October 2011. A total of 22.6 per cent of Qatar No
women (49 out of 217 members) were elected according to the
preliminary results. The National Constituent Assembly will convene its Saudi Arabia | No
first session on 22 November 2011.
i- Beijing +10 National Report of Palestine E/ESCWA/WOM/2004/1G.1/ Somalia Yes Yes
CP14. sud v Y
j- http://www.pogar.org/arabic/countries/country.aspx?cid=13. Sadn €S £
k- Beijing +10 National Report of Qatar E/ESCWA/WOM/2004/1G.1/CP.12. Syrian Arab N
|- In late September, 2011, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud Republic ©
declared that starting 2015 women would be able to vote and stand for ..
. ) ) : Tunisia Yes
municipal elections and be appointed for Shura council.
m- Beijing +15 National Report of the United Arab Emirates E/ESCWA/ United Arab No
ECW/2009/1G.1/CP.16. Emirates
Source: http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm (S NS

and http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/suffrage.htm

Source: http://www.quotaproject.org
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Maternity Leave Benefits, as of 2009

Selected Women's Rights

Examples of

Country Length of Maternity Leave |Wages Paid in covered period % |Provider of Benefits countries that
Algeria 14 weeks 100 Social Security granted women
Bahrain 45 days 100 Employer theright to
Comoros 14 weeks 100 Employer transfer
Djibouti |14 weeks 50,100° Employer their nationality
Egypt 90 days 100 Social Security (75%) and Employer (25%) e
Iraq 62 days 100 Social Security
Jordan 10 weeks 100 Employer Algeria
Kuwait 70 days 100 Employer e
Lebanon 7 weeks 100 Employer
Libya 50 days 50,100° Employer, social security for self-employed Morocco
Mauritania |14 weeks 100 National Social Security Fund Sudan
Morocco 14 weeks 100 Social Security
Palestine © 10 weeks 100 Employer Tunisia
Oman ¢ 6 weeks
Qatar 50 days 100 Employer United Arab
Saudi Arabia |10 weeks 50,100 ¢ Employer Emirates
Somalia 14 weeks 50 Employer Yemen
Sudan 8 weeks 100 Employer

Source:
Syria 50 days 70 Employer E/ESCWA/ECW/2011/3.
Tunisia 1-2 months 67,100 f National Social Security Fund
UAE 45 days 100,50 9 Employer
Yemen 60 days 100 Employer

a- 100% for public servants.
b- 100% for self-employed women for a period of three months.

c- http://www.mol.pna.ps/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=639:2010-03-16-12-08-08&catid=113:2009-12-30-15-55-45&Itemid=681.
d- http://www.manpower.gov.om/ar/labourlaw_index.asp.

e- 50% or 100% depending on the duration of employment.

f- Civil servants entitled to 2 months of maternity leave. Social insurance benefits paid to private sector employees for 30 days at a rate of 2/3
of average daily wage. Civil servants are paid full salary during maternity leave.

g- 100 % after one continuous year of employment, 50% for employment less than one year.

Source: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/tab5g.htm.
Last update: June 2011

Minimum Age of Marriage in Arab Countries

Country Minimum Age of Marriage |Additional information

Algeria 21 for men, 18 forwomen  |Marriage age can be younger under a judicial authorization, if need or benefit is proven

Bahrain 18 for men, 17 for women

Comoros undefined

Djibouti 18 The marriage of minors is subject to the consent of their guardians

Egypt 18 for men and women

Iraq 18 e e, 13 e e X\Elllst: gfjg(:gé:lr?ilaalllétt?jce)::lé?)trl‘c?rr\olrr:]iiseegpuhayrfjlic:rl])capacmes are proven and guardian’s consent is given (or in

Jordan e ﬁﬁgg;ﬂg?stglélﬁ Il:yn;(rJ ;aelaerr;%arr.r?ocrgurt authorization is required for women under 18 in case the

Kuwait 18 for men, 15 for women

Lebanon According to confession According to confession

Libya 20 Age may be less in case of a judicial authorization, based on benefit or necessity, and with the consent
of the guardian

Mauritania 18 Child marriage is still popularin Mauritania, where girls not exceeding six years of age are being married,
often in exchange of a compensation given by the old husband to the family

Morocco 18

Oman 18 for men and women

L

Qatar 16 for women parental consent is required before marriage

Saudi Arabia [undetermined legal age Based on the legislation that determines the age of marriage at 18 years as a legal age for marriage

Somalia 18 Women can be married at the age of 16 with parental consent

Sudan Puberty age with the consent of the two parties

Syria 18 for men, 17 for women

Tunisia | 20formen, 17 forwomen | Matage an be done o  younger age, rovided s based on 2 specal il authorizaton o

UAE 18

Yemen under process The Yemeni law allows girls to marry at any age, but sex is prohibited until they are ready for it

Source: E/ESCWA/ECW/2011/3.
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Education

Literacy
Country Year Adult (15+) literacy rate Youth (15-24) literacy rate
Men Women Men Women
Algeria 2006 81 64 94 89
Bahrain 2009° 92 90 100 100
Comoros 2009° 80 69 86 85
Djibouti
Egypt 2006 75 58 88 82
Iraq 2009° 86 70 85 80
Jordan 2007 95 89 99 929
Kuwait 2008 95 92 99 99
Lebanon 2007 93 86 98 929
Libya 2009° 95 82 100 100
Mauritania 2009 65 50 71 64
Morocco 2009 69 44 87 72
Palestine 2009 97 92 99 99
Oman 2008 90 81 98 98
Qatar 2009 95 93 98 98
Saudi Arabia 2009° 20 81 99 97
Somalia
Sudan 2009° 80 61 89 83
Syrian Arab Republic 2009° 90 78 96 93
Tunisia 2008 86 71 98 96
United Arab Emirates 2005 89 91 94 97
Yemen 2009° 80 45 96 72

a- UNESCO Institute for Statistics estimation.

Source: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/tab4a.htm.
Last update: June 2011

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) defines a literate person as someone who can both read and write with understanding,
a short, simple statement on his or her everyday life. A person who can only read but not write, or can write but not read is considered to be illiterate. A person who can
only write figures, his or her name or a memorized ritual phrase is also not considered literate.

This definition of literacy is widely used in national population censuses and surveys but its interpretation and application may vary to some extent among countries,
depending on national, social and cultural circumstances. Furthermore, this concept of literacy includes persons who, though familiar with the basics of reading and
writing, might still be considered functionally illiterate.

Female Tertiary Graduates (by Field of Education (%), 2004-2010°)

Agriculture | Education Engineering, Manufacturing Health and | Humanities Social Sciences, Science | Services
and Construction Welfare and Arts Business and Law

Algeria 50.8 723 32.0 62.8 76.6 64.0 science | 31.0
Comoros 16.7 44.8 8.3 65.1 43.4 47.4 33.0 40.0
Iraq 259 52.9 1.3 37.3 419 34.6 50.8 36.6
Jordan 53.8 84.3 24.8 51.9 67.2 42.0 51.9 100.0
Lebanon 62.7 89.0 25.6 67.1 71.4 523 62.1 55.9
Mauritania 24.7 228 27.9

Morocco 283 38.9 225 64.9 52.6 51.3 443 49.7
Oman 56.5 65.6 28.6 69.7 75.3 55.6 66.5 52.0
Palestine 15.0 754 30.2 51.9 69.2 47.5 54.4 35.7
Qatar ... 61.1 35.2 83.7 84.3 67.0 62.8 12.3
Saudi Arabia 20.3 50.2 4.5 40.5 71.5 54.5 72.6 100.0
United Arab Emirates | 67.3 79.0 204 82.7 81.5 55.2 64.3

a- Data refer to the latest year available in the given interval.

Source: http://stats.uis.unesco.org.
Accessed on 29 November 2011
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Employment

Economic Activity Rate, Adult (15+) (Female & Male) Women in Adult Labour force (%)
93 92
100 85 85 83 ] 85
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=Women = Men 2 5 = Percentage of women in adult labour force

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/tab5a.htm
Last update: June 2011

Adult economic activity rate refers to the percentage of the population aged 15 and over, unless otherwise specified, which is economically active.

The share of women in the adult labour force refers to the percentage of the economically active who are women.

Distribution of Women in Labour Force ( % by sector)

Unemployment Rate (Adult 15+)
Egypt (2008) Iraq (2008)

Country Year Men | Women
Algeria 2007 129 | 184
Bahrain 2001 4.1 10.5
Comoros 1991° 213 | 169
Djibouti 1991 419 |46.7 Jordan (2009) Morocco (2008)
Egypt 2008><f [59 |19.3
Iraq 2004 10.1 12.7
Jordan 2008 10.1 | 243
Mauritania 2000¢ 8.8 41.2
Morocco 2008 9.6 9.8
i — e Palestine (2008) Qatar (2007)
Saudi Arabia 2007 4.2 13.2
Syrian Arab Republic | 2003<¢ | 7.8 20.9
Tunisia 2005 13.1 17.3
United Arab Emirates | 2005f 2.5 7.1
Yemen 1999 125 |82

Saudi Arabia (2009) Syrian Arab Republic (2007)
a- Labour force is calculated from the number of unemployed

and the unemployment rate. As a result, male and female may
not add to both sexes.

b- Refers to age group 12+.

c- Refers to civilian labour force.

d- Refers to age group 10+.

e- Methodology revised; data not strictly comparable.

f- Refers to age group 15-64.

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/ United Arab Emirates (2008)
tab5f.htm

Last update: June 2011

The adult unemployment rate refers to the proportion of the . Services
adult (aged 15 years and older) labour force that is unemployed,

unless otherwise specified. The unemployed are persons who [ Agriculture
are currently without work, who are currently available for work, . Industry
and who are seeking or have sought work recently. The base

for these statistics is the labour force (that is, the economically
active portion of the population), not the total population. Source: http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.SRV.EMPL.FE.ZS/countries?display=default.
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Health

Maternal Mortality & Infant Mortality

Maternal Infant
mortality ratio mortality rate
Country | Year | Estimate | Range Year Total

Algeria 2008 | 120 |+ | [61-220] 2010-2015 | 21

Bahrain 2008 |19 [11-30] 2010-2015 |7

Comoros | 2008 | 340 |+ |[140-780] | 2010-2015 |63

Djibouti 2008 | 300 |+ |[140-610] |2010-2015 |75

Egypt 2008 | 82 [51-130] | 2010-2015 | 22
Iraq 2008 |75 |+ |[41-140] | 2010-2015 |33
Jordan | 2008 |59 [35-100] | 2010-2015 |19
Kuwait | 2008 |9 [8-10] 2010-2015 | 8

Lebanon | 2008 |26 + | [14-48] 2010-2015 | 20

Libya 2008 | 64 |+ |[26-140] |2010-2015 |13
Mauritania | 2008 | 550 [300-980] | 2010-2015 | 70
Morocco | 2008 | 110 [63-190] | 20102015 |29
Palestine | .. 2010-2015 | 20
Oman  |2008 [20 |+ |[9-45] 2010-2015 |8

Qatar 2008 |8 (4-19] 2010-2015 | 8

i?:giia 2008 |24 [13-45] | 2010-2015 | 16

Somalia 2008 | 1200 |+ |[510-2800] | 2010-2015 | 100

Sudan 2008 | 750 |+ |[420-1300] | 2010-2015 |57

Syrian
Arab 2008 |46 + | [20-100] 2010-2015 | 14
Republic

Tunisia 2008 |60 + [[32-110] 2010-2015 |18

United
Arab 2008 |10 + | [4-24] 2010-2015 |7
Emirates

Yemen 2008 (210 |+ |[110-400] |2010-2015 |44

Source: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/tab3b.
htm
Last update: June 2011

The maternal mortality ratio is the annual number of female deaths from
any cause related to or aggravated by pregnancy or its management
(excluding accidental orincidental causes) during pregnancy and childbirth
or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration
and site of the pregnancy, per 100,000 live births, for a specified year.

Infant mortality rate is the total number of infants dying before reaching the
age of one year per 1,000 live births in a given year. It is an approximation
of the number of deaths per 1,000 children born alive who die within one
year of birth.

Life Expectancy at Birth (2010-2015)
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Source: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/tab3a.htm
Last update: June 2011

Life expectancy at birth is an estimate of the number of years to be lived by a female or
male newborn, based on current age-specific mortality rates. Life expectancy at birth by
sex gives a statistical summary of current differences in male and female mortality across all
ages. In areas with high infant and child mortality rates, the indicator is strongly influenced
by trends and differentials in infant and child mortality.

Life at Age 60 Years (2010-2015)
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Source: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/indwm/tab3a.htm
Last update: June 2011

Life expectancy at age 60 is an estimate of the additional number of years to be lived by a
woman or man who has survived to age 60, based on current age-specific mortality rates.
The indicator, when disaggregated by sex, gives an indication of sex differences in survival
into older ages.
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