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What is the Issue?

n Environment affecting trade
n Trade affecting environment
n The ideal of overriding goals and policy 

coherence



Regional Seminar on Trade and Environment Mark Halle

20 November 2006 2

Where did it come from?

n Environment in GATT – a non-issue for 40 
years

n Rio, Tuna-Dolphin and the rapid emergence 
of the Trade-Environment agenda

n WTO-CTE, Doha and environmental 
negotiations

Sources of Southern Reticence: 
impact of environment on trade

n The “trade first” mentality of most negotiators
n Environment as a Northern advantage
n The right to pollute and to over-exploit 

resources
n Market access restrictions and the fear of 

“green protection”
n The overburdened agenda
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Southern concerns: 
impact of trade on environment

n Product effects, Scale effects, Structural 
effects and Direct effects

n Multilateral Environmental Agreements: 
Basel, Biodiversity, Kyoto

n Growth hormones, Genetically Modified 
Organisms

Environmental Progress at WTO

n Negotiation, Crystallization, Dispute Settlement
n Negotiation: reasons for scant progress
n Crystallization: when issues are not resolved, but 

cease to be issues
n Dispute Settlement: where environment has really 

progressed  
n Environment in Preferential Trade Agreements
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The shift to a positive agenda

n Improved understanding of the trade-
environment link

n Environment as an international consensus
n Environment as a consumer demand
n Environment for trade preferences
n A positive agenda on environment without 

scope for green protection

A Southern Agenda for
Trade and Environment

n The IISD-ICTSD project
n http://www.trade-

environment.org/page/southernagenda/descri
ption.htm

n The Vision Book and the Arab World chapter
n The Resource Book



Regional Seminar on Trade and Environment Mark Halle

20 November 2006 5



Regional Seminar on Trade and Environment Mark Halle

20 November 2006 6

Elements of a Southern Agenda

n The environment agenda all across WTO –
not just in CTE

n Market Access: standards
n Subsidies, Green Box
n MEAs: compliance gap
n Technical Assistance/Capacity Building (Aid 

for Trade)
n Exceptions and policy space

Future Trends

n Trade harnessed to a broader goal: WTO 
legislative authority

n Trade accountability
n Efforts at reducing unwarranted 

environmental barriers to trade
n Maximising the trade benefits of 

environmentally-responsible trade
n The overwhelming need for policy coherence


