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Objectives: 
· To help countries monitor the relevant  food security indicators
through partners at the country and regional levels; 
· 
· To provide analysis to the RCM to facilitate coordination for in-country
and regional programs to improve food security and to report and address emerging situations; 

· To serve as a manifesto that embraces the full range of policies and actions already underway in response to the food security challenge and; 

·  (
Members of the TWG believe the Objectives and Functions remain valid, despite some challenges… 
Current coordination efforts will bear fruit over time…
)To galvanize the strategic engagement of multiple stakeholders in concerted and sustained efforts to improve food security through partnering at local, national, and regional levels; 

Functions:
1. To evaluate policies affecting food security, in particular as regards to production, agro-industry, trade, social safety nets and financing and; 
2. To produce a regional food security strategy and policy useful papers for addressing the underlying structural problems and emerging issues in the food systems.

Coordination Activities in 2012:
· Since the last RCM, two-well attended food security coordination meetings were organized by the members of the TWG on Food security (8 February  in Beirut and 8 October in Cairo); outcome of those meetings including copies of the presentations and summary of the discussions were shared with the RCM Secretariat and posted on the website.

· A Regional Multi stake holder workshop on food security and nutrition was organized(September 17-18) in Sudan. In addition to 13 member countries from the region plus important stake holders including financial institutions, private sector, universities and CSOs,  a significant number of Members of the TWG on Food Security participated in the Workshop. These included FAO, ESCWA, WFP, IFAD, and LAS, AOAD and ICARDA. Policy recommendations and outcome of the workshop was presented to the Committee of Wold Food security Meeting ( 39th CFS Session in Rome, October 2012).

· Based on the recommendations of the regional Multi Stake holder workshop on food security, a Side Event titled “Regional Priorities for Food Security in the Context of Ongoing social and Political Transition in the Near East Region” was organized (October 17 in Rome) in collaboration with the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

· A joint FAO, WFP and Syria Government Food Security Assessment was conducted and the report disseminated; based on the findings of the report, a donor briefing was organized at the FAO Regional Office in Cairo. 

· Within the framework of the RCM TWG on Food security, a joint WFP, FAO, UNICEF, AOAD and, UNOCHA—with comments from UNDP—technical paper was prepared and presented to the UN-LAS cooperation meeting in February.

Plans for 2013:

· Plan and consultation are underway to organize a regular coordination meeting of the TWG during the first quarter of the next year.

· Draft matrix on proposals for joint knowledge products for the coming 2 years is being finalized

· ESCWA led concept note aimed at publishing regional policy action for improved food security in Arab countries in progress
 (
Agreement on the Way Forward
The TWG on FS identified a few key areas to drive the generation of knowledge on food security in the region:
Evidence based analysis of the use of Social Safety Nets and their impacts on food security;
 Land governance and tenure issues and impacts on food security; 
 
Assessment of food losses and possible interventions in the region. 
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