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Thematic Working Group on MDGs

Objectives/Functions: 
· Coordinate the production of a high quality, analysis-based, coherent and consistent flagship publication entitled “LAS-UN Joint Regional MDG Report 2009”.

· Ensure that MDG Reports properly address major objectives: a) Track the attainment of the MDGs by the various Arab countries, b)  Identify and analyze the major successes and failures in the attainment of MDGs and the main reasons for both instances; c) Propose policy recommendations to the Arab Countries and the region as a whole that will accelerate the attainment of the MDGs, and d) Offer practical suggestions on what and how the UN System organizations and the LAS can assist the Arab countries to accelerate the attainment of the MDGs in the Arab region.

 (
Members of the TWG believe the Objectives and Functions will soon be achieved, with the release of the final Annual MDG Report. Revision of the mandate and specific functions of the group for post 2015 agenda will be discussed in the upcoming RCM meeting.
)Coordination Activities in 2012:
· The group has been working on the 4th Arab Report on the Millennium, Development Goals 2013;

· The last meeting of the TWG on MDGs took place in Cairo, on the premises of the League of Arab States. The objective of the meeting was to agree on data issues by reviewing the available data as well as to review the zero draft of the report;

· Agreed outline of the 2013 Annual MDG Report:

1. Progress towards the MDGs
2. What worked and what did not work?
3. Reflection on the past and the post-2015: A regional perspective




Plans for 2013:
· Provide data on MDGs (relevant to each agency), if available, so as to update the UNSD online dataset (using methodology that is consistent with the MDGs meta-data) and appropriate background materials;
· Provide the necessary support technically and financially to ensure the successful production of the report;
· Participate actively at the expert group meeting (EGM) on the report to discuss the first draft and provide technical and substantive comments on the first draft;
· Serve as the advisory board to the drafting group throughout the drafting process.
· Review and approve the final draft of the report;
· The drafting team (led by ESCWA) will work on a full time basis to prepare the 1st draft of the report, incorporate feedback and comments from the TWG members and government representatives and prepare the final draft of the report.
 (
The
 future of the TWG on MDGs
…
Should the RCM members establish another TWG development policy? What would be the mandate of this “new” group?
Whose responsibility would be to continue and strengthen partnerships with LAS? The new group or what are the alternative solutions?
How could we ensure continued monitoring of development results at regional level?
)
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